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Abstract 
BC is emerging as a leader in North America on climate change, however all leadership activity is 
challenging. The front line of this process involves planning as the Province has both required that local 
governments address GHG emissions in Official Community Plans (OCPs) and provided a range of 
information for all types of  BC communities to assist in the process. Addressing GHG emissions in 
planning will require potentially significant changes to existing land use (OCP) patterns and infrastructure 
systems in our communities.  This will require new skills, knowledge and tools.  The timelines and targets 
are significant, including a probable need to reduce our per capita emissions by over 50% in order to 
achieve the Province’s 33% emission reduction goal by 2020. In the context of workloads and resource 
challenges, how can local governments most effectively deal with this new reality and its requirement and 
implications?  HB Lanarc has been working with UBCM and the Province on its tools and strategies for 
civic government emissions and community emissions, for both large and small communities, addressing 
land use, transportation, infrastructure, buildings and many other issues.  In this workshop, the HB Lanarc 
team will present a strategic path for communities to consider to address climate emissions while dealing 
with OCPs and others, including addressing the challenge of small and rural communities.  Learning 
objectives • To explore the full scope of emission sources in a typical BC community – both large and 
small; • To explore the range and scale of changes possibly required to meet BC’s legislated emission 
reductions of 33% below 2007 levels by 2020; • To explore the tools and methods that can be used to 
address climate emissions in OCPs, community planning, infrastructure and buildings for different sizes of 
communities in BC.  
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