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Abstract

This is not a presentation on wind energy: its merits, efficiencies or inefficiencies as an electrical
generator. Wind energy has arrived despite its limitations. The focus of this presentation is practical.
Every new 'green innovation' of any scale has community impacts. Commercial wind farms present a
major regulatory challenge to planners. It is not enough simply to extol the virtues of wind energy.
Planners and regulators have to be ready to cope with the negative impacts of large industrial/commercial
power generation by wind. Wind farms present significant practical planning issues. Adaptation to
change must include regulatory responses to new green technologies and the special community
problems each presents. This presentation is for planners and regulators who wish insight into what it
means when a wind farm moves into the community. It addresses the obvious community impacts, and
presents solutions using the regulatory tools available to municipalities and regional districts in British
Columbia.
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Lidstone, Young, Anderson, Barristers and Solicitors. He is a member of the Canadian Institute of
Planners and has a Masters Degree in Community and Regional Planning. Ray is also a member of the
Planning Institute of British Columbia and the American Planning Association. He has taught either
municipal law orland use law at the Faculty of Law UBC for eighteen years, and currently he is an adjunct
professor teaching planning and land use law at the School of Community and Regional Planning at UBC.
He has, by invitation, been Visiting Professor at the University of Florida on three occasions where he
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Senior Fulbright Scholar by the Canada/U.S. Fulbright Foundation, and spent some of that time in Atlanta
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comparative growth management law.
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Abstract

Legislative changes in Spring 2007 have introduced the Phased Development Agreement option for BC
municipalities. The legislation provides both the local government and the developer with zoning certainty
to facilitate large-scale, multi-phased projects, as well as both flexibility and certainty regarding the nature



and timing of the amenities to be provided in connection with the project. The agreements are subject to
public disclosure and review through a bylaw process, and can run as long as 20 years. The authors
have directly involved in a variety of projects subject to Phased Development Agreement negotiations,
some involving multiple owners on the private sector side. Very different agreements have resulted. The
topics discussed in the presentation will include the events that lead to the PDA legislation, the benefits
that have been achieved from the perspective of Council, staff and the developer, and considerations that
can arise in linking PDAs to zoning and other land use tools.
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