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Abstract 
Simon Fraser University (SFU), through the SFU Community Trust is currently in the implementation 
phase of a bold new community adjacent to its mountain-top campus approximately 15 km east of 
downtown Vancouver, BC. UniverCity, as it is known, is envisioned as a model sustainable community 
that is establishing itself as a testing ground for a number of innovative sustainable development 
strategies.   One such strategy, stems from its relationship with SFU, and respects the central role 
education plays in fostering sustainable community. Taking this one step further, the SFU Community 
Trust is also looking ways to use education (and its associated facilities) to aid in the physical 
construction of a more sustainable community.  This is being done through two linked initiatives: 1) The 
development of a new elementary school in the heart of the community. The development of this school is 
being undertaken through unique public-private partnership between the SFU Community Trust and the 
Burnaby Board of Education. Developed to a LEED Gold standard, the school will be a model of 
integration with the community and the university through a curriculum that emphasizes sustainability and 
uses the community as a classroom. 2) The development of a new childcare centre housed in a purpose-
built facility that is being built to achieve a Living Building standard which would see it have little or no 
impact on the local environment.   
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