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Abstract

There is an increasing need to address issues related to resource consumption within sustainable
development discourse. Governments tend to ignore demands for change involving consumption unless
they can first measure or quantify it in some way. This session examines how communities are
addressing sustainable consumption (and production) at the local level. Following the UN Summit in
Johannesburg, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) established the Marrakech
Process , a ten-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption (and production) including
global and regional meetings with expert task forces. This process has assisted development of national
sustainable consumption plans in countries such as Germany, Finland, and the UK. In Canada, Industry
Canada's Office of Consumer Affairs has recently launched a sustainable consumption initiative.
Nevertheless, sustainable consumption initiatives remain virtually ignored by local government
authorities, a distant blip on most municipal radar screens. Just as local governments have given
sustainability tangible meaning (e.g. Local Agenda 21); opportunities avail to articulate sustainable
consumption policies to influence local plans, policies and outcomes. This session presents tangible
examples of sustainable consumption programs within municipal jurisdictions and how to initiate
integrated processes. Community and institutional capacity building involves actors such as city
councillors, boards of directors, senior staff, department champions, non-profits, special commissions,
task forces, advisory groups, and public outreach.
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