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Speaker Abstract

In the spring of 2007, residents all along the Fraser River Basin in British Columbia, Canada were placed
on alert as officials and community members prepared for potentially catastrophic flooding. Some thirty-
three million dollars in funding was released by the province and directed towards last-minute
fortifications of structural flood protection measures, while communities readied themselves to battle the
rising waters. In the end potential disaster was averted for most areas in the basin due to a fortunate
change of weather, but dramatic images from the flooded Skeena Valley and the frantic preparations
undertaken by all communities at risk brought a great deal of attention to issues of flood hazard mitigation
and planning in the near- and long-term. Changes to streamflow and flood patterns are among the
expected changes associated with climate change, at the same time that population, infrastructure and
economic activity continue to increase in floodplain areas. This challenge is emerging in B.C. just as
significant shifts in the relationships between First Nations and non-First Nations governments and
institutions are taking place. These dynamics raise important questions about the capacity of existing
environmental management regimes to adapt to an uncertain and changing set of conditions. This study
poses the question: how does coordination across governments influence adaptability of a flood
management regime in the Fraser Valley? | take a case study approach, looking at the City of Chilliwack
and neighbouring Sto:lo First Nation communities. These communities must contend with, and
collaborate on, many of the same issues in managing the flood threat but differ importantly in their
institutional arrangements (ie: the rules, norms and values that structure decision-making processes
across governments). Based on the developing research on resilience and adaptability, a description of
ideal characteristics for an adaptable flood management regime will be presented. The case study, based
largely on interviews with practitioners and decision-makers about their experience during the 2007
freshet, will be used to outline the cross-jurisdictional institutional arrangements affecting flood
management in this area. The significance of these arrangements for adaptability of the flood
management regime will be discussed, with relevance for the many communities in B.C. that have to
manage flood risks.
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environmental issues in B.C., Ontario, Quebec and Panama.

Presentation # 2 title: Communicating in a Climate of Change: Lessons Learned from Successful BC
Communities

Presenters:
Megan Shaw - McGill University
Alex Boston - HB Lanarc Consultants

Abstract

This conference session will focus on the importance of engaging communities and rethinking institutions
to deal with climate change mitigation and adaptation. Two related presentations will offer land
management professionals an invaluable set of lessons learned from engaging in processes of change



occurring in BC. First, a case study of flood management on the Fraser River will be used to outline
cross-jurisdictional institutional arrangements. The significance of these arrangements for adaptability of
the flood management regime will be discussed, with relevance for the many communities in B.C. that
have to manage flood risks. A second presentation will discuss examples of diverse BC communities that
have successfully engaged citizens and elected officials to advance action on climate change and
sustainability. A moderated discussion on engaging communities and rethinking institutions for climate
change closes the session. This will strengthen the learning experience of participants and allow
professionals from diverse backgrounds to share their challenges and successes and contribute to a
greater understanding of leading practices for taking collective action on climate change. SUMMARY
FOR PART 2 OF SESSION Communities in BC are currently facing a sea change in land use patterns
which will affect many aspects of daily life. Traditional approaches to land use planning are no longer
acceptable; communities across the province need to adapt. This change is occurring both because of
increased legislation at the provincial level that forces individuals, industry and local governments to take
action on climate change, and also because of the simple reality of ever increasing energy costs.
Professionals working with land use issues also need to adapt to this new reality. However, the planning
principles being put forward by professionals are often not well received on the ground and are met with
resistance from developers, councilors and citizens. This is despite the commonly held belief among land
management professionals that moving towards compact, complete communities will improve the quality
of life socially, economically and environmentally in BC. Several communities have already taken action
on climate change and sustainability and addressed the initial opposition from their communities, councils
and developers. How can we learn from these successes around the province? This presentation will
review some of the best practices in community engagement on planning for climate change and explore
some examples of BC communities that are successfully implementing strategies to take action on
climate change and move toward more sustainable development.
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Alex Boston Before directing Climate Protection and Sustainable Energy with HB Lanarc, Alex Boston led
climate and energy policy at the David Suzuki Foundation. He works with municipalities and developers
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across many jurisdictions is reinforced by an appreciation of best process. He combines strategic
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design pragmatic, high-impact programs. He grew up in Chilliwack. When not working to protect the
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