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Introduction

• Overview of Transmission Pipelines in BC
• History
• Land Use Planning Near Pipelines
• Current Public Issues with Pipeline
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Spectra Energy Transmission – BC 
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Operated 
by Others*

* Exploration & 
extraction is 
done by 
others, 
including; 
Talisman, 
Burlington, 
Suncor, etc.

** Distribution & storage is done by 
others, including; P.N.G. and 
Terasen Gas.

Operated by Others**

The Largest Sour Gas Processing Business In Canada
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Spectra Energy Facilities  - Transmission Pipelines
• Safest means of transporting large 

volumes of natural gas
– Capacity more than 2 BILLION cubic 

feet per day
• BC Pipeline (~2,900 kms) is the delivery 

vehicle for vast majority of natural gas 
supply in BC 
– Transport natural gas from Process 

plants to distributors i.e.. Terasen Gas
– Spectra Energy pipelines are NOTthe 

pipelines servicing a typical household
• Reliable operations since 1957 with 

delivery security ensured through 
continuous mainline improvements
– Large diameter; 30”, 36” and some 42”

pipeline loops 
• Property Taxes 58 Million Spectra
• CEPA Members Property Taxes 100 

Million
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Spectra Energy Facilities – Gathering and Processing

• Large processing plants located in Fort 
Nelson, Taylor, and near Chetwynd.  Smaller 
plants in Fort St. John and Peace River Arch 
area.

• Gas Process Plants remove undesirable 
ingredients from sour or raw gas; H2S, CO2, 
water etc. Valuable hydrocarbons—propane, 
butane etc. are also removed and sold.

• Connected to an 
extensive gathering 
system, totalling over  
3,200 kms

• Largest sour gas 
processing business in 
Canada

• Industry Leader in CO2
and H2S sequestration



60902-15111  Feb-6-09

Generations of Pride

October 8, 1957 Westcoast Energy now Spectra delivered natural gas to British Columbia’s Lower Mainland
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Safety, Pipeline Reliability & Integrity Management

• Spectra Energy has an ongoing, comprehensive pipeline 
maintenance and integrity program geared to protect the public, the 
environment and property
– Ground, in-line and aerial pipeline inspections
– Built-in pipeline protection systems (cathodic protection)
– SCADA (24 hour monitoring)

‘Smart Pig’

At Spectra Energy, safety is our highest priority.
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Public Awareness & Emergency Response
• Our Goal: 

– Ensure public and first responder awareness of our facilities, potential 
emergency situations and safety procedures to follow in case of emergency

• How We Achieve Our Goal:
– Landowner contact and first responder presentations every 3 years
– Annual safety mailing
– Distribution of Spectra Energy Community Report
– Awareness presentations for contractors
– Targeted presentations to industry (ex: forestry)
– Founding member of BC One Call:

• “Call Before You Dig”: 1.800.474.6886
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Transmission Pipeline Right-of-Way
• Spectra Energy Transmission 

is regulated by the National 
Energy Board (NEB) and 
abides by regulations 
regarding operations which 
limit third party activities

– Facilities include up to 
three high pressure 
pipelines and compressor 
stations

– The right of way (ROW) 
width is 30m, or 100 feet, 
wide in most locations

– Potential impacts include 
encroachment and land-
use decisions
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Land Use Planning
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Land Use Planning
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Current Public Issues



130902-15111  Feb-6-09

Current Issues Con’t

• First Nations Consultation
• Landowner Compensation
• Long Term Land Use Issues
• Terms in Right-of-Way Documents
• Safety Concerns
• Landowners and Residents now band together to negotiate 

with Companies



140902-15111  Feb-6-09

Thank You


