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1. Why Innovation?1. Why Innovation?



•Warming in B.C. is exceeding global trends



What does a Green Community 
Look Like?

Provincial vision expresses it as:
• Living Water Smart
• LiveSmart
• Climate Action Plan
• Energy Plan
• Healthy
• Resilient
• ….



1. Why Innovation?1. Why Innovation? contcont’’dd

• Climate Action Charter is political 
agreement on Green Communities:

• Over 170 governments have signed 
• Now we are making it happen



2. Innovation & Green 2. Innovation & Green 
CommunitiesCommunities

Legislation

Better 
Information

Incentives

Partnerships



Green Communities LegislationGreen Communities Legislation

So far, consistent with the Charter:
• Expanded Development Permit Powers

• Flexibility regarding Development Cost Charges

• Alternatives to off-street parking 

• GHG reduction targets in OCPs and RGSs



Targets—How will they support Green 
Communities?

“We need to act now”
• Intent: a fundamental shift in planning so that 

climate is factored into community decisions

• By setting targets we move from discussing 
WHETHER to act to HOW to reduce GHGs



“Each Community is unique”

• Communities decide which targets, 
policies and actions are feasible

• Each community contributes to the 
shared challenge in a way that is 
appropriate for their community

Targets- the legal requirements



More about targets

• Pre-Land Summit Workshop – May 20
• Regional Workshops – June
• Post-workshop Outreach

– Website
– Video



Resources for Green Communities
• Guide to Green Choices

• IRR, Integrated Resource 
Recovery Guide

• Development Permit Guide

• Planting our Future

• Community Gardens Toolkit 

• Resources for GHG Targets

Check out the table at the back of the room!



Integrated Resource 
Recovery

• A tool for achieving these goals
• “Whole systems” approach to waste
• Closing the Waste “Loop”



IRR Guiding Principles
• Whole-Systems,  

Long-Term Planning

• Consider Partnerships 
(inputs and outputs)

• Design With Nature

• Every Waste is a 
Potential Resource

• Use Each Resource 
More Than Once

• Approach from 
“Value” Perspective

• Assess Resources, 
Users, & Systems, 
that fit Sustainable, 
Low-Carbon Vision



http://www.cd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/infra/library/resources _from_waste.pdf





2. Innovation & Green 2. Innovation & Green 
Communities Communities contcont’’dd

• Historical planning – innovation links
• Innovation needs integration
• Innovation respects context



3. Examples3. Examples



BeddingtonBeddington Zero, LondonZero, London



BeddingtonBeddington Zero, LondonZero, London

http://www.bioregional.com/programme_projects/ecoho us_prog/bedzed/bz_directions.ht

m



OlivaOliva –– Delta, BCDelta, BC

Photos courtesy of the Century Group



Hills Health Spa & Guest RanchHills Health Spa & Guest Ranch

Cariboo Regional DistrictCariboo Regional District



Comox Valley Comox Valley 
Integrating Water Protection, Sustainability, & Integrating Water Protection, Sustainability, & 

Growth ManagementGrowth Management



Hypothetical Example – Using 
Green Communities Tools



Green Communities
Integration and innovation required

Each Community is unique
We are in this together

We need to act now
• To demonstrate good progress on climate 

action across the Province



Please talk to us aboutPlease talk to us about……

• Green Communities
• Climate Action Charter/GCC’s
• Targets
• Development Permit Areas
• Performance Management Framework
• Fast Tracking Green Development
• Guide to Green Choices
• Smart Planning
• Integrated Resource Recovery


