Comox Valley Conservation
Strateqgy

A strategy of proactive protection and
conservation of natural systems
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Why do we need a Strategy for
Conservation?

. St_op écosystem loss

/ /
e Protect and restore the natural

“environment

- Prepare for/population growth

« Provide for a sustainable
economy.over the long-term




Between 1991 — 2004: Sensitive
Ecosystems inventoried by BC MOE
with Project Watershed and others




2004 Sensitive Ecosystems
Inventory: Sensitive Ecosystems
lost and fragmented since 1991




2004 Sensitive Ecosystems
Inventory: remaining intact and
fragmented Sensitive Ecosystems




Between 1991 — 2004: Sensitive
Ecosystems inventoried by BC MOE
with Project Watershed and others







Regional Growth Management

Managing growth is one of the key
challenges facing British Columbia

BC’s population increasing by 60,000 people each year
Current population of B.C. is over 4.2 million people
Growing to almost 5 million in the next decade

80% of the increase will be in urban areas

Most growth expected in the Lower Mainland, the east

coast of Vancouver Island and the Okanagan
Valley




Conservation and Growth
Management Planning

Population increases in the Comox Valley
will surpass 20% In the next four years

The Comox Valley Conservation Strategy
provides a way to reverse the trend of
ecosystem losses providing proactive protection
& restoration of ecosystems.




What Is Regional Conservation
Planning?

A planning framework that identifies
and protects significant ecological
areas and links them together to form
a network

Based on the Nature Without Borders report.




ldentifies Ecological Areas for Conservation

Riparian Areas:

— to ensure that streams, watercourses and water bodies are able to properly
function and support plant and animal habitat.

Sensitive Ecosystems:

— to protect remaining intact and fragmented ecosystems which are rare and
threatened

Critical Watersheds (Browns and Tsable):

— to maintain safe and viable linkages for large wildlife to the west coast via
Strathcona Park

Upland Wildlife Corridors:

— to restore and maintain corridors used by large and small wildlife and to link
significant ecological areas

Estuary and Shoreline

— To restore and protect the fragile land/water and salt/fresh interface so important
to much of our wildlife and a source of joy and beauty for humans




ldentifies Ecological Areas for
Conservation
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(Strip of vegetated land along rivers,
streams and bodies of water)
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— ensures proper §e7

functioning iy’/ AT

— support plant and "
animal habitat ”

— add biodiversity
networks




ldentifies Ecological Areas for
Conservation

Sensitive
Ecosystems:

to protect remaining intact
and fragmented ecosystems
which are rare and
threatened

second growth forest




ldentifies Ecological Areas for
Conservation

e Critical Watersheds
(Browns and
Tsable):



ldentifies Ecological Areas for
Conservation

Upland Wildlife
Corridors:



The Courtenay River Estuary



ldentifies Ecological Areas for
Conservation


















Millard/ Piercy watershed





















Natural Systems



Protects Green Infrastructure
& Natural Systems



Green Infrastructure Saves
Money



Green Infrastructure Saves
Money






Land
Development
changed
functioning of
Natural Water
flows

Ponds and other projects
to help control flooding
here.

The Town of Comox has
had to spend almost
$600,000.00 to control
flooding over the past
decade



Green Infrastructure



Conservation of Nature Buffers
Climate Change



Promotes Tourism & Hospitality



Promotes Opportunities for
Recreation



Promotes Sustainable Forestry



Benefits for Land Development



Benefits Local Government



nd Trust

The ComoX Valley La
n Strategy

Regional Conservatio

Phase | — Final Report

prepared by Lynda Fyfe
Regional Conservation Strategy Coordinator

Comox Valley Land Trust- April 2007
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Current Cormrnurnity Partr
Mernoer Organizatlons

— Cornoy Valley Land Trust

— Comox Valley Er \/JrommerJEdJ Council
— Cornoy Velley Water Watch Cozlition
— Estuziry Working Groug

— Millard Plercy Watershned Stewards

— Morrison Creer. Sreamnieepers

J
— Tsolurn River Restoration Soc

(—

— Project Waitersried Socle
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— Well underway witn Septernper 30, 2009 for
final report zind recomrnenda‘t]ons
JElrelcter

— Defining Waitersned ¢ nils

1
U)
U‘)

— Looking at differerni byJavvs, zon]ng 2l
regulatory frarnework in el -
Jurisdictional watersned and relating
=2cologiceal functlon to tne differences in
200roach

— Waitersned -pased governarnce
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(8) Development Scorecard



Current and Future Plans



What has been accomplished?
Moving from words to action



Can our local environment be protected and
restored as we host a significant increase Iin
population?



Ecological Economics



Ecological Governance






