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Talks planned in attempt to end Mt. Currie 
blockade

Towns reported on verge of collapse 

Defiant natives hauled from blockade, 
front-end loader used to tear down 
barricade

Roads on burial sites called outrage

Mt. Currie blockade appeals dismissed



Talks planned in attempt to end Mt. Currie 
blockade, Vancouver Sun, September 24, 1990

Towns reported on verge of collapse due to 
blockade, Vancouver Sun, October 26, 1990

Defiant natives hauled from blockade front-end 
loader used to tear down barricade, Halifax Daily 
News, November 7, 1990

Roads on burial sites called outrage, Vancouver 
Sun, December 12, 1990

Mt. Currie blockade appeals dismissed, 
Vancouver Sun, March 26, 1991

The 1990s



Lil’wat First Nation

• Proud First Nation
• 1900 members
• Traditional territory covers 800,000 

hectares
• Territory overlaps exist 
• 1500 members on reserve
• Mount Currie reserve and new site 







Source:  The Lil’wat 
Nation: A Fact Book

Lil’wat First Nation Traditional Territory







Tourism Whistler

Kiewit



Lil’wat Land Use Plan 
Process Design

• Five-year Strategic Plan
• Need for territory-wide strategic 

land use plan
• Project team: 7 Lil’wat staff, 3 non-

staff members
• Lil’wat Lands and Resource 

Department
• Robust Lil’wat GIS program
• Knowledgeable and dedicated staff  



Planning Process
• Steering committee meetings
• Compiled and reviewed available 

information
• Prepared preliminary mapping
• Conducted working group meetings 

with community members
� Vision
� Reviewed preliminary resource mapping
� Discussed technical information 
� Shared traditional and contemporary 

knowledge



TSÍCWALUS
Ti tmícwsa i Líl’wata wa7 eszwát kwes wa7 áma ti tákema ti 
qú7a.

Wa7 t’it szwat kwes áma wa7s i tákema i spzúz7a i wa7 ri7p 
múta7 i sts’uts’oqwaoza’a.

Wa7 stecw wa7 nilhmintúmulhas ti tmicwkálha, kwas 
wa7áma kwesa7lhkálh, múta7 nt’ákmenlhkálha, múta7 
xwe7nilctenlhkálha.

Nímulh wa7 nilhmintáli ti tmicwkálha múta7 tsitcwkálha múta7 
nwa7tenlhkálha, múta7 lti skem’emlhkálha.

Wá7lhkalh nilhmintwál ku ucw7úcwalmicw múta7 kwes wa7 
ka-géla i s7ucwalmicwkálha 



Planning Process (2)
• Developed management strategies and 

actions for 17 key components
• Grouped under:

� Sustaining Our Traditional Territory
� Living Our Culture
� Expanding Our Economy

• Designated preferred land uses: 
� Nt'akmen, Collaborative Management, 

Cultural Education, Stewardship, 
Conditional Economic Development, and 
Manages Resource Use areas 



Preferred Land Use Map



Planning Process (3)
• Community review 
• Plan approved by Chief and Council
• Public release of Lil’wat Land Use Plan



Government-to-Government Phase
• Province of BC and Lil’wat First Nation
• LRMP and LLUP
• 3 year negotiations
• Agreement signed in April, 2008   



Agreement Components

• New and expanded protected areas: 
� Callaghan
� 100 Lakes Plateau
� Upper Soo
� Upper Birkenhead
� Twin Two
� Cerise Creek
� Upper Elaho
� Duffey Lake Park



Agreement Components (2)

• Designation of the Skelulátkwa ( Owl Creek) 
Cultural Education Area

• 59 A7x7� l� ecw (Spirited Ground) areas: 
village sites, archeological sites, spiritual 
places

• Management buffer on the Birkenhead River
• Budget for future old growth and sensitive 

ecosystem protection: Climate change!
• Collaborative management in protected areas



Keys to Success

• Early engagement
• Integration of knowledge
• Different vehicles for expression
• Providing a voice 
• Phase 1 Plan
• A path forward



A New Era

• Whistler to celebrate aboriginal culture, Globe 
and Mail, August 18, 2001

• Victory song provides Olympic send-off as 
First Nations leaders head to Prague, 
Vancouver Sun, June 30, 2003

• B.C. signs land deal with Lil'wat nation near 
Whistler, Kamloops Daily News, April 12, 
2008

• First nations firms join 2010 Games job mix, 
Vancouver Sun, April 11, 2009



The Path Forward
• Goal:  

� Lil’wat management of 
Traditional Territory

• Path Forward:
� Respect of Lil’wat values
� Alternative strategies
� Shift in thinking
� Capacity



LUP: Contributor to Change

Respect of Lil’wat values

• Renewed use Lil’wat names by the community
• Use of Lil’wat names outside of the community

Voice for community members

• Basis for assessing referrals

Tool for stakeholders that enabled work with Lil’wat



LUP: Contributor to Change

• Spirited ground areas registered
• Conservancy areas legislated (aside from Mkwal'ts-Ure Creek)
• Old growth and sensitive ecosystem budget in check  

Alternative strategies

Reduce Barriers

Encourage communication and common interest

• Collaborative Management Agreement pending
• Lil’wat Tourism Strategy in progress
• Recognition of the Lil’wat and First Nations as partners, 

workers, people, and as friends



LUP: Contributor to Change

• BC recognition of First Nation interests in their territories

Shift in thinking

Collaboration, rather than conflict

Provision of “certainty” for Province and Lil’wat Nation

• The Sea-to-Sky LRMP defines strategic ground rules for 
activities

• Building capacity and emerging successes

Shift in thinking



LUP: Contributor to Change

• Development of Land and Resources Department
• Established Community Referral Committee
• Development of consultation guidelines and protocols

Capacity

Internal Capacity

External Capacity

• Development of key relationships with government and 
business

• Development of partnerships and Joint Ventures

Capacity



Gaining experience in economic 
development

• Partnerships: 
� Squamish-Lil’wat Cultural 

Centre
� Community forest
� Concrete  precast plant
� Forestry
� Regional planning
� Construction

• Emerging opportunities:
� Tourism
� Catering



Key Messages

• Lil’wat has a key role in territory management
• Early engagement of Lil’wat representatives is 

best
• Lil’wat staff are approachable, professional, 

and have advanced capabilities
• Our staff are paid employees too! 



Positive signs of change

• New Relationship
• Land use agreements
• Agreements with local, regional, and 

provincial governments
• Some revenue sharing
• Collaborative management
• Early engagement of Lil’wat representatives
• Joint ventures
• Expressions of interest from tourism 

operators



Conclusions

• Future for the Lil’wat First Nation is bright
• Lil’wat Land Use Plan helped to start 

conversations, focus efforts, provide 
“certainty”, and co-ordinate efforts

• Demonstrated willingness to collaborate and 
positively engage 

• Willing partners are emerging in business, 
government, and in local communities

• Long road ahead, but path is becoming 
clearer



Thank you!


