


Land Trusts 
have now 
worked with 
their partners to 
protect close to 
a million acres of 
private lands in 
BC.

Land Trust Partners

Medicine Beach, protected in the 90’s by 
Pender Island Conservancy and Islands 

Trust Fund through partial bequest of 
landowner



Land Trust Partners

Land Trusts 
protect natural 
and cultural 
diversity for: 

� People  
� Ecosystem 

services
� Wildlife habitats 

& biodiversity 
Farmers in Delta work with Delta Farmland 
and Wildlife Trust, Ducks Unlimited Canada 
and CWS to protect migrating bird areas



United Nations International 
Panel on Climate Change

The IPCC 
(scientists) 
state that 
deforestation 
and changes 
in land use are 
the second 
leading cause 
of global 
warming.



All human wealth & life from healthy 
natural systems of the planet
Conservation & 
stewardship of land 
provides a counter to 
climate change 
through mitigation and 
adaptation, + 
sustaining natural 
ecosystems and 
processes = economy

CreeksideTemperate Rainforest, Salt Spring Island, protected 
2008, The Land Conservancy of BC & Salt Spring Island 

Conservancy, Friends of Salt Spring Parks, Salt Spring Island Water 
Council, and Island Stream and Salmon Enhancement.



Ecosystem Services 

� Refers to the earth’s 
natural ecosystems 
as stocks or assets 
that provide 
resources and a flow 
of eco-services

� Ecosystem goods 
and services are 
provided by our 
natural capital Beaver Swamp, Protected by 

Galiano Conservancy Association 
and numerous other partners and donors



Economic values from Nature
� Good quality surface and 

groundwater
� Reduce water and waste 

treatment costs
� Mitigate floods
� Decrease GHG emissions 
� Improve air quality & filter 

pollutants through forests
� Protect pollinators for 

healthy food increasing 
agricultural production 

� Mitigate health care costs 
� Aesthetic and recreational 

opportunities
Gabriola Old Growth Cedar Forest, 

Protected by the Islands Trust Fund 
through a Crown Grant 



Reduce GHG emissions –
Priority to protect natural areas

� Protect carbon in 
forests, grasslands 
(soils) and wetlands

� Mitigating and 
Adapting to Climate 
Change through the 
Conservation of 
Nature in BC, Sara 
J Wilson and 
Richard J Hebda 



BC Polls all conclude that the public do not generally 
support economic growth as a first priority; the natural 
world in our backyard is one to cherish and protect for 
future generations. Government agencies have a key 
responsibility in this

Public Support & Polls 



The Land Trust Alliance of BC formed in 1997. 

90 members – 30 land trusts 

20 - stewardship related organizations 

40 – other individual professional members



The diversity is positive

The diversity of 
size, location, 
and focus results 
in more options –
for sustainability, 
partnerships, 
and for public 
appeal/support



TLC The Land Conservancy of BC

� Formed 12 
years ago 

� Now protected 
over 46,539 ha  
over 200 sites

� Special Places. 
Forever, For 
Everyone



Partnering for Water and 
Community Parkland

� CRD Victoria spent 
64.7 million on 9,723 
ha to protect the 
future region’s 
drinking water & add 
parkland

� TLC The Land 
Conservancy 
contributed $500,000



NCC The Nature Conservancy of 
Canada

� Protected more than 
70,680 ha directly plus 
another 400,000+ 
through partnerships 
where others hold title

� Most recent protection 
of Darkwoods – for 
biodiversity and carbon 

Darkwoods: largest conservation deal 
in Canadian history - 550 square 

kilometres, West Kootenays -
between Nelson, Salmo, and Creston



Islands Trust Fund

� Regional land trust
associated with 
regional government 
- all acquisitions, 
covenant costs 
are raised

� Natural Area 
Protection Tax 
Exemption Program
NAPTEP

975 ha protected directly, 19 
owned, 56 covenants



Land trusts have the legal and perpetual 
ability to work with land owners to conserve 

lands – on private property and in 
combination with local & provincial agencies.

Morrison Marsh, wetland on Denman Island, protected by the 
Denman Island Conservancy and the Islands Trust Fund

Denman Conservancy Association
Partnering for Perpetuity



Habitat Acquisition Trust
Partnering with Developers 

� Developers can take 
advantage of increased 
property values by 
protecting key natural 
areas

� NCC & Habitat 
Acquisition Trust, the 
Township of Esquimalt 
and GOERT all 
partnered on this land’s 
protection in Victoria 

Matson Conservation Area, moved 
density to upper areas, and protected 

shoreline



COLT – Central Okanagan 
Land Trust 

� Land Trusts acquire 
land through 
donations, purchase 
or by donation/ split 
receipt

� Usually an acquired 
land is also 
covenanted by 
another land trust

� May be open to the 
public or kept private Thomson Wildlife Refuge – restored 

wetland from dairy farm, sale to City of 
Kelowna of majority, some donated as 
restored site - covenant held by COLT 



Comox Valley Land Trust 

CVLT helped negotiate 
with TLC donation of 18 
acres (7.28 ha) to 
Regional District 
Comox/ Strathcona with 
conservation covenant

Master’s Greenway and Wildlife Corridor: donation to Regional District
with conservation covenant held by Comox Valley Land Trust and

TLC The Land Conservancy of BC



Property Values next to Natural 
areas – increased 

� 20 studies revealed 20% 
increase – proximate 
principle

� Increased property 
values – proximity to 
protected areas – can be 
used for additional 
protection (parks and 
conservation covenants)



Education & Communications

� Annual 
conferences

� Workshops 
� Bi-annual 

magazine
� Monthly ENews
� BC Land Trust 

Listserve



Research & Resources



Insurance & Financial Programs

� Group Insurance Policy
� Appraisal/Legal/Survey Grant 

Program
� Baseline Inventory Subsidies
� Strategic Planning 

Assistance & Subsides



Outreach
� Public
� Government Agencies
� Professional 

Associations
� Local Government 
� Other ENGO’s
� Regional Partnerships

Building a Culture      
of Conservation

www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca


