
Gail Wallin
Invasive Plant Council of British Columbia (IPCBC)

Executive Director

2009 BC Land Summit
Working Together to Protect Land Values



Beautiful or a Problem?

Carpet burweed (Soliva sessilis)forms unsightly brown patches 
in summer, reducing the aeshetic value of parks and golf 
courses on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands (CFIA).

Did you 
know?
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Weeds know No Boundaries

There are an estimated 485 invasive plant species in Canada, 
and weeds in crops and pastures alone cost approxima tely 
$2.2 billion annually (CFIA).

Did you 
know?

Invasive plants
- grow rapidly, spread quickly
- out-compete other plants
- are difficult to control
- are expensive to manage

Orange Hawkweed Himalayan Blackberry



Invasive plants are a hidden 
problem.

Every year, BC farmers and ranchers lose an estimate d $50 
million in crop revenue, and pay several million dollars m ore for 
control measures, such as herbicides and cultivation (MAL).

Did you 
know?



Marsh Plume Thistle

A seed-eating weevil has successfully established on ma rsh 
plume thistle in the Robson Valley Forest.

Did you 
know?

- easily spread by seed 
dispersal and birds

- replaces native 
vegetation 

- infests wet meadows, 
fields, riparian areas

- threatens natural 
diversity Marsh Plume Thistle



Marsh Plume Thistle

Marsh plume thistle can form dense clumps in cut blocks, 
competing for moisture and nutrients with tree seedli ngs. Its tall 
stems can lead to snow press, permanently damaging tr ee 
seedlings, and increasing costs to the forestry indu stry.  

Did you 
know?

Marsh Plume Thistle



Responsible Actions

About 58% of invasive plants were intentionally introduc ed in 
Canada as agricultural crops, landscape plants, ornamen tals 
and plants for medicinal and research purposes (CFIA).

Did you 
know?

1. STOPnew introductions.

Over 20 million acres in north-western 
US are infested with the toxic 

yellow starthistle — and it ’s moving 
north to BC. Yellow Starthistle



Responsible Actions

Ox-eye daisy is a weed of 13 crops in 40 countries, causing
particular problems in pastures and travel corridors. A vigorous
ox-eye daisy plant can produce 26,000 seeds.

Did you 
know?

2. REDUCEthe spread of current populations.

Ox-eye Daisy



Responsible Actions

In the Prairie provinces, canola yield losses and treat ment for 
Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) cost an estimated $320 million 
per year (CFIA).

Did you 
know?

3. ELIMINATEinvasive plants from key habitats.

Burning treatment of Carpet burweedHerbicide treatment



Responsible Actions

For every dollar spent on control of poisonous tansy ragwort
(a BC noxious weed) found in Oregon, the economic re turn 
is $13.

Did you 
know?

4. MONITOR and REPORTinvasive 
plants. Early detection is key.

- Report a Weed: 1-888-WEEDSBC

- Enter data into IAPP Tansy ragwort



Working Together

In Manitoba, leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) infests 340,000 
acres, costing an estimated $19 million per year in protection 
of grazing land, public land, and right-of-ways (CFIA).

Did you 
know?

Important to:
- Work across 

boundaries

- Involve industry, 
government, 
residents and 
communities



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Role of the Council

The global cost of tackling invasive species costs an e stimated 
$1.4 trillion each year, 5% of the global economy (GISP).

Did you 
know?

- Building collaboration and 
coordination of invasive 
plant management in BC.

- Coordinating invasive plant 
management programs in 
BC in partnership with a 
wide range of stakeholders. 

- Coordinating education and information .



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 1: Stopping the Introduction

Experts estimate that invasive plants already infest m ore than 
100,000,000 acres of land in the United States.

Did you 
know?

Pathways of Spread include:
- Horticulture
- Travel
- Recreation
- Land development



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

The invasion of leafy spurge (a BC noxious weed) in four 
northern US states has resulted in annual economic los ses of US 
$129 million, equivalent to approximately 1,433 jobs.  

Did you 
know?

Coordinating leading-edge training for:

- Transportation contractors (08) 
- Resource workers (July, 09)
- Utility corridor contractors (09)
- Horticulture industry (09-10)
- Land developers (10 est.)

Leafy Spurge



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

With increased trade, immigration, and colonization, it is 
estimated that 0.58 new invasive alien plant species have 
become established in Canada every year in the past century.

Did you 
know?

Working with the Horticulture Industry:
- Grow Me Instead Booklet

top 13 horticulture plant (and alternatives)

- Landscape Standards 

- Celebrating  industry 
leaders



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

A single plant can produce thousands of seeds that ca n 
remain dormant in soil for decades.

Did you 
know?

Working with the Horticulture Industry:
Targeted Invasive Plant Solutions (T.I.P.S.):
- GardenSmart
- Seed Mixtures



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

“… invasive plants (can cause) a level of destruction to t he 
environment and the economy matched only by damage 
caused by floods, earthquakes, wildfire, hurricanes an d 
mudslides” (US Secretary of the Interior).

Did you 
know?

Working with Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Utilities Industries :
- Forestry Operations TIPS
- Highways Operations TIPS
- MOT training workshops

Changing practices of:  
-Recreationists
- ranchers, farmers,  homeownersshop



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 3: Reporting and Monitoring

Natural habitats on public lands (in the US) are bein g lost at the 

rate of 4,600 acres per day to invasive species.

Did you 
know?

Eyes Across BC (citizen science):
- Spotters Network workshops 
- 1-888-WEEDSBC
- Communities Pulling Together 



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Current Research

Between 2001 and 2005, U.S. imports accounted for 6 7% of the 
total value of materials entering Canada with the poten tial of 
introducing invasive plants (CFIA). 

Did you 
know?

Invasive Plant Management
- 2008 Research Forum
- Online Research Database



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Ranking Criteria

Did you 
know?

- Over 22 lists of invasive plants in BC
- Over 200 different plants listed, vary by region
- Developing a unified ranking process in BC

Without efforts to contain their spread, invasive pla nts will 
generally increase their area an average of 14% annually . This 
produces exponential growth by doubling every five yea rs.



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Aquatics

Did you 
know?

- Aquatics Advisory Committee
- Implementation of Key Action Plan
- Actions along riparian or wet lands
- Program for recreationists, boaters, etc.

Purple loosestrife can produce up to 2.7 million seeds per plant 
yearly and spreads across approximately 1 million addi tional 
acres of wetlands each year, with an economic impact  of 
millions of dollars.

Purple Loosestrife Eurasian WatermilfoilYellow Flag-Iris



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Become a Member Today!

Did you 
know?

Online Resources: 
- Newsletters
- Brochures, Booklets
- Technical Reports
- Targeted Invasive 
Plant Solutions (T.I.P.S.)

- Links and News
- Events
- Ways you can help

Invasive species are the second greatest threat to biodiversity 
after habitat loss. We can all make a difference to st op their 
spread. Find out more at: www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca

Membership 
is easy 

and FREE!

Teamwork makes 
the insurmountable, 

surmountable



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Working Together Makes A Difference

Did you 
know?

Increased awareness 
and revised practices 
for:
- land developers
- landscape design
- community planning

There is a shortage of qualified invasive plant contr actors and 
workers in BC. Informed resource workers who spend significant 
time outdoors and in the wilderness can help prevent  the 
spread of invasive plants.  



Summary:
Working Together Makes A Difference

Survey respondents in BC estimated spending approxim ately 
nearly $7 million on invasive plant management in 2006,n ot 
including private operations or economic loss

Did you 
know?

Invasive Plants: 

- are a growing impact to BC’s lands 
and ecosystems

- cause significant economic and 
environmental impacts

- require coordination across 
boundaries 
Look for your local ‘weed Committee' or the IPC to expand 

BC’s collaboration!



In Summary 
Working Together Makes A Difference

Membership in IPC is free

….. just sign the Memorandum of Support!

Did you 
know?

Invasive Plant Council of BC

www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca

(250) 392-1400

Special thanks to the Fraser Basin Council for helping 
create, mentor and their ongoing support the IPCBC.



In Summary 
Working Together Makes A Difference

Membership in IPC is free- just sign the Memorandum o f Support
BC is recognized across Canada and beyond for its 
collaborative model and inter-disciplinary approach! 

Did you 
know?

Invasive Plants: 

- are a growing impact to BC’s lands and ecosystems

- cause significant economic and environmental 
impacts

- require coordination across boundaries to stop the 
spread

Your local ‘weed Committee' or the IPC need your 
expertise to achieve success in BC!



Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Planned Research

Invasive alien species exacerbate poverty and threate n 
sustainable development through their impact on agricult ure, 
forestry, fisheries, human health and on wild biodive rsity, which 
is often a basis of livelihoods of people in developin g countries.

Did you 
know?

Economic Impacts
- on private, public 

and First Nations land
- on management 

costs (ie. taxes, control 
measures, medical 
treatments for people 
and livestock) 

- on property value Teasel in residential area


