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Beautiful or a Problem?




Weeds know No Boundaries

Invasive plants

- grow rapidly, spread quickly
- out-compete other plants

- are difficult to control

- are expensive to manage




Invasive plants are a hidden
problem.




Marsh Plume Thistle

- easlly spread by seed
dispersal and birds

- replaces native
vegetation

- Infests wet meadows,
fields, riparian areas

- threatens natural
diversity




Marsh Plume Thistle
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1. STOPnew introductions.

Over 20 million acres in north-western
US are infested with the toxic
yellow starthistle — and it 's moving
north to BC.




Responsible Actions

2. REDUCHhe spread of current populations.
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Responsible Actions
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3. ELIMINATHnNvasive plants from key habitats.




Responsible Actions

4. MONITOR and REPORTnvasive
plants. Early detection is key.

- Report a Weed: 1-888-WEEDSBC
- Enter data into IAPP




Important to:
- Work across
boundaries

- Involve industry,
government,
residents and
communities




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Role of the Councill
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- Building collaboration and
coordination of invasive
plant management in BC.

- Coordinating invasive plant
management programs  in
BC in partnership with a
wide range of stakeholders.

- Coordinating education and information .




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 1: Stopping the Introduction

Pathways of Spread include:
- Horticulture

- Travel

- Recreation

- Land development
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Coordinating leading-edge training for:

- Transportation contractors (08)
- Resource workers (July, 09)

- Utility corridor contractors (09)
- Horticulture industry (09-10)

- Land developers (10 est.)




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

Working with the Horticulture Industry:
- Grow Me Instead Booklet

top 13 horticulture plant (and alternatives)

- Landscape Standards

- Celebrating industry
leaders




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread

Working with the Horticulture Industry:
Targeted Invasive Plant Solutions (T.I.P.S.):
- GardenSmart

- Seed Mixtures




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 2: Reducing the Spread
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Working with Agriculture,
Forestry, and Utilities Industries :
- Forestry Operations TIPS

- Highways Operations TIPS

- MOT training workshops

Changing practices of:
-Recreationists
- ranchers, farmers, homeownersshop




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
STEP 3: Reporting and Monitoring

Eyes Across BC (citizen science):
- Spotters Network workshops

- 1-888-WEEDSBC

- Communities Pulling Together




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Current Research

Invasive Plant Management
- 2008 Research Forum
- Online Research Database
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- Over 22 lists of invasive plants in BC
- Over 200 different plants listed, vary by region
- Developing a unified ranking process in BC




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Aquatics

- Aquatics Advisory Committee

- Implementation of Key Action Plan

- Actions along riparian or wet lands

- Program for recreationists, boaters, etc.




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Become a Member Today!

Online Resources:
- Newsletters
(- Brochures, Booklets
3 .
- Technical Reports
- Targeted Invasive
Plant Solutions (T.I.P.S.)
- Links and News

- Events
- Ways you can help

Membership
IS easy
and FREE!




Increased awareness
and revised practices
for:

- land developers

- landscape design

- community planning




Summary:
Working Together Makes A Difference

Invasive Plants:

- are a growing impact to BC’s lands
and ecosystems

- cause significant economic and
environmental impacts

- require coordination across
boundaries

Look for your local ‘weed Committee' or the IPC to expand
BC’s collaboration!




. In Summary
¢ Working Together Makes A Difference

Invasive Plant Council of BC
www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca
(250) 392-1400

Special thanks to the Fraser Basin Council for helping
create, mentor and their ongoing support the IPCBC.
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¢ Working Together Makes A Difference

Invasive Plants:
- are a growing impact to BC’s lands and ecosystems

- cause significant economic and environmental
Impacts

- require coordination across boundaries to stop the
spread

Your local ‘weed Committee' or the IPC need your
expertise to achieve success in BC!




Invasive Plant Council of BC:
Key Projects: Planned Research

Economic Impacts
- on private, public
and First Nations land

- On management
costs (ie. taxes, control
measures, medical
treatments for people
and livestock)

- on property value




