
TOWARD HEALTHY LANDSCAPES

INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT IN B.C.

BC Land Summit, Whistler
May 22, 2009

Presented by: Becky Brown, P.Ag.
Invasive Plant Coordinator



BACKGROUND

Public Services:
• Administer BC Weed Control Act
• Technical, diagnostic, legislative expertise
• Public education
• Field trials
• Program establishment                               

and support
• Project coordination

Mike Hofmann
Impatiens glandulifera

(Himalayan balsam)

BCMAL - Invasive Plant Management Program



• What is an Invasive Plant?
• Why Should We Care? - Impacts and Costs

• Where are We Coming From? – IP History in BC

• Where are We Going?
• ...Toward 

Healthy 
Landscapes

OVERVIEW

Cytisus scoparius
(Scotch broom) Becky Brown



WHAT IS AN INVASIVE PLANT?

• Establish quickly
• Competitive 
• Negative impacts

Paul A. Graham

Lamiastrum galeobdolon
(Yellow archangel ) 

• Non-native
• No natural predators



WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 

Health & Safety Impacts:
• Human health concerns 
• Fire hazards 
• Damaged infrastructure
• Reduced visibility
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USDA-APHIS 

Heracleum mantegazzianum 
(Giant hogweed)

Effects on Human Health



Environmental Impacts:
• Second largest threat to biodiversity 

worldwide - World Conservation Union

• Lost wildlife habitat
• Displaced native plants
• Exotic pests and diseases
• Damaged air, soil and 
• water quality

WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 
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Hedera helix
(English ivy)



B. Brown

Vinca minor    
(Periwinkle)

WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 



Economic Impacts:
• Reduced crop yield and quality
• Poor forest regeneration

BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

• Reduced property 
values

• Livestock health 
concerns

Hypericum perforatum
(St John’s-wort) 

Effects on Cattle

WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 



Economic Impacts:
• Reduced recreational 

values and access
• Contaminated 

commercial trade 
products

• VERY costly to 
control

B. Brown

Soliva sessilis
(Carpet burweed)

Isabella Point Forestry Ltd.

WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 



Polygonum spp  
(Knotweed)

WHY SHOULD WE CARE?



• First introduced pre-1900s
• Early legislation 1877, 1888, 1973 (current) 
• 38% increase in non-native flora (1915-2002)
• Weed courses at UBC as early as 1920s

HISTORY OF IP MANAGEMENT IN BC

Dr. Art Renney

• 1950s biocontrol research 
starts

• 1967 chemical control on 
Crown land starts



Regional IP Committees & Councils

• Local stewards
• Cross jurisdictional cooperation and 

coordination
• Cost effective
• Annual provincial government grant program
• Regionally specific challenges and solutions
• Unique and shared priorities
• 30 yrs of coordination and counting!!
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Regional Invasive Plant Committees/Councils

...TOWARD HEALTHY LANDSCAPESREGIONAL IP         
COMMITTEES & 

COUNCILS

Senecio jacobeae
(Tansy ragwort)

BCMAL



Invasive Alien Species Strategy for Canada

Invasive Plant Strategy for B.C.

Invasive Plant 
Council of B.C.

B.C. 
Government

IndustriesUtilities

Integrated Vegetation 
Management Assoc. 

of B.C.

Federal Government

Weed 
Committees

Local 
Governments

Public
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PROVINCIAL COOPERATION



Biological Control Program(s)

• BCMFR and BCMAL
• Includes screening, propagation, field release, 

redistribution and monitoring
• Provincial, federal, international          

research, academic partners
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Period IP Species # Bioagent #

Pre 1970 4 4

1995-2008 21 73

Wikeem (20098), BC Research Forum 

Centauria maculosa
(Spotted knapweed)

BCMAL



Invasive Plant Council of B.C.

• Provincial-scale non-profit 
society

• Broad representation
• Support coordinated 

management
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B. Brown

Daphne laureola 
(Spurge laurel)

• Facilitate provincial initiatives
• Develop management support tools

www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/index.htm



Provincial Government Coordination

...TOWARD HEALTHY LANDSCAPES

• 94% Crown land
• Coordinate activities 

and spending
• BCMAL coordinating 

agency

• Ministries:
Heracleum mantegazzianum 

(Giant hogweed) 

B. Brown

• Agriculture & Lands
• Forests & Range
• Oil & Gas Comm.

• Transportation
• Environment
• Tourism, Sports & Arts

• Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources



Invasive Alien Plant Program

• Database and mapping 
application

• Provincial invasive plant 
repository

• Management planning
• Easy data summaries and 

reporting
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hra/Plants/application.htm 
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Berteroa incana
(Hoary alyssum)



Corrections Program

• Improved IP management in BC
• Training and skill development for inmates
• 7 crews from 6 Correctional Centres across BC
• Low risk inmates
• Support existing 

programs
• >15 partner agencies
• Extremely positive 

feedback
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Kamloops Correctional Centre, 2007



Legislative Reform

• Different agencies and mandates
• Different species lists
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• Different abilities to enforce
• Compliance and enforcement gaps
• Provincial legislative harmonization 

(long term)
• WCA regulation revision (short 

term)
Echium vulgare (Blueweed)



• What is an Invasive Plant?
• Why Should We Care?
• Where are We Coming From?
• Where are We Going?
• …Towards 

Healthy 
Landscapes

CONCLUSION

Haus Lemon CreekIdaho Peak, West Kootenay



THANK YOU!

Becky Brown
Invasive Plant Coordinator
Becky.N.Brown@gov.bc.ca

www.al.gov.bc.ca/croprot/index.htm


