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Urbanization

1911 — 52% Urban/48% Rural

2001 — 85% Urban/ 15% Rural

BC is Canada’s most urbanized
province




Urban-Agriculture Disconnect

“Suppose you make a bigger profit
growing condos than growing
blueberries ... If people want
blueberries, let them buy imports.”

“Allow more land to be urban. Who
farms these days?”
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e o o | Population & Agriculture

Two Areas of B.C.
Contain:

e 2. 7% of Provincial Land Area

* 81% of BC s Population (2001)

e 81% of Annual Gross Farm
Receipts (2000)







So how can we get re-connected?




Strengthening Farming Program

e |nitiated in 1996

e Protection

Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act

 Planning

Land Title Act

Local Government Act
- OCPs
- Zoning Bylaws
- Farm Bylaws




Edge Planning Guide

Part 1 - Background
Part 2 — How to plan the edge
Part 3 — Urban-side Edge Planning Tools

Part 4 — Farm-side Edge Planning Tools




Local governments want to ensure
edge compatibility

Current approaches prohibit or
severely restrict farming near the

edge

Farming activity on the edge Is
currently low

PART 1 - Background
Guide to Edge Planning




ODbjective:

To establish a framework of land use
policies, regulations and programs that
enhance optimum land use and
compatibility along both sides of the
urban/ALR boundary.

SHARED
RESPONSIBILITY




Strategy

Define edge planning areas on both
sides of the ALR boundary that are
of similar size

Develop communication tools to
convey edge planning objectives

Adopt bylaws that encourage more
Intensive land uses in the EPA




Edge Planning Areas

Urban and agricultural
land situated near the
ALR boundary that
requires special
management in the
spirit of shared
responsibility




Legislative Mechanisms

Land Title Act (Approving Officer)

Official Community Plans (Development
Permit Areas)

Zoning Bylaws

Farm Bylaws




Edge Planning...

Local Government focused

Agricultural Advisory Committee
iInvolvement

MAL & ALC support




Edge Planning ...

Focus on ALR boundary .... but not
exclusively

Conduct a broad overview inventory  of
land uses

ldentify existing and potential conflicts

Consider:
topography
adjacent land uses
low Intensity vs high intensity




Edge Planning Areas

most significant
Impacts are felt within
this area

research supports
300 m

already existing 300 m
urban-side DPAs




Edge Planning...

OTHER
OFFICIAL INITIATIVIES

Park & Rec.
» \\ater
Disclosure




Edge Planning Process

Council / Board endorsement

Broad inventory of edges
EPA’s defined
Edge Planning policy pac

Consultation process imp

/ Detailed LUI

Kage drafted

emented

Adoption process undertaken

EP tools implementec




Urban-side Edge Planning Tools

Farm-friendly subdivision, road & building
design

Rainwater control

Disclosure statements

Edge signage & awareness package
Buffers




Urban-
side EPA
Example




Enhancing Agricultural Awareness




Farm-friendly Urban Development

0







Buffer Design Ciriteria

L evel 1 Residential Buffer

30 m setback of principal dwelling
15 m wide vegetative buffer
mixed planting; 50-75% density
layout as per Buffer A, B, or C




Buffer Design Ciriteria

Level 2 Non-Residential Buffer

15 m setback of principal building
8 m wide vegetative buffer
mixed planting

layout as per Buffer D




Farm-side Edge Planning Tools

Farm management

Building setbacks &
orientation

Visual buffers




Setback & Management Requirements

ALR
0-60 m boundary

Certain structures 60 m from ALR
prohibited

60-100 m -
Requirements for

some structures

100 m from ALR

0-300 m

Special management of:
 Manure

e Dust & fly control

e Hours of operation
300 m from ALR
boundary

Sample Property




Application of Farm- side
Edge Planning Tools

Zoning bylaw

Farm bylaw

New farm operations
Existing farm operations




The Tools

Minimum thresholds
Animal limits
Manure handling

On-farm composting

Noise, Odour & Dust management
Light management

Safety measures




o0 ‘ The Tools

Setback distances

Additional management
requirements

Buffers




Farm-side Buffers

6 m wide vegetative buffer
Place buffer within 15 m of building
Buffer Aor B




Edge Planning ...Outcomes

1. Urban-rural compatibility

2. Land uses optimized

3. Shared responsibility

4. Permanency to the
current ALR boundary




ee %urrent & Future Edge Work

1. Township of Langley
2. City of Abbotsford
3. City of Kelowna

4. Corporation of Delta




Strengthening Farming
Website

www.al.gov.bc.ca

[resmgmt/sf




